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Economic researchers in municipalities face a number of challenges that hinder their
ability to conduct accurate and effective analyses that contribute to local decision-
making. Prominent among these challenges is the poor quality or scarcity of
available data, as many municipalities lack reliable information systems or regular
updates of economic and social statistics. Researchers also suffer from limited
financial and human resources, weak coordination between local and central
authorities, and political pressures that may affect the independence and impartiality
of research. These combined obstacles limit researchers' ability to provide strategic

insights that support sustainable local development.

To address these challenges, it is recommended to strengthen the infrastructure for
data collection and analysis by adopting modern digital systems and connecting
municipalities to unified national information networks. Local personnel should also
be trained and their capacities built in the fields of applied economics and statistical
analysis. It is also important to ensure the independence of researchers through
legislation that protects them from political interference and encourage partnerships
with universities and research centers to benefit from academic expertise. Finally,
adopting flexible, evidence-based methodologies in municipal planning is a crucial
step to ensuring the effectiveness of local policies and achieving economic and social

development goals.
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